
Parish Council Minutes 

                  October 15, 2020, 6:30 pm via Zoom 

Present: Father Steve Brice, Bob Ostrowski, Vern Schroth, Paul Peterson, Justine Brilowski, 

Deacon Rick Letto, Bill Fehrenbach, Dave Rosenthal, Chet Przybylski, Ginny Williams 

 

I. Opening Prayer 

II. Minutes approved as written 

III. Updated Policy regarding Covid-19 

A. Bishop Callahan has kept the dispensation from attending Sunday Mass in place 

for the time-being in our diocese. Perhaps the letter from Holy Spirit staff and 

Parish Council helped guide him in this decision. 

B. Portage County Public Health has asked businesses, including our parish, for help 

in contact tracing if someone comes down with Covid. While Holy Spirit’s 

guidelines for attendance at Mass (6 feet apart and masks) put us in compliance 

with county guidelines, council members felt that it would still be a good idea to 

let the people who were in close proximity know. This is rather easy to do since 

all who attend weekend Mass now register beforehand and are on a seating 

chart. Funerals do not necessarily have seating charts. 

  

Consensus on statement which will be announced to parish members: “If you’ve 

tested positive for Covid-19 and were in our church, please contact the church 

and a staff member will contact trace, keeping your name anonymous.”  

C. Music at Masses – new precautions are in place now, and they include just two 

musicians, one at the piano and one cantor. There is to be no singing in the pews 

in order to avoid the spread of the virus. 

 

IV. Introducing Stephen Ministries to Holy Spirit Parish 

A. Council members watched a short video about the Stephen Ministries, a non-

denominational ministry of “Christ Caring for People through People” 

B. Implementation plan at Holy Spirit 

Father Steve and staff feel that there is a long list of people who are ill or 

isolated and in need of attention in our parish. He and Deacon Rick cannot 

minister to all. 

One couple wrote on the Respond to the Spirit form: “We feel no one cares for 

us!” 

Over the past year or two the Family Life Committee has made two calls to each 

of our parishioners who are over 70 years of age to check on needs, but it 

realizes there are other younger parishioners who might also feel alone (e.g., 



single, no family in town). In many ways this ministry is similar to the existing 

homebound Eucharistic Ministry at Holy Spirit (which has been affected by 

Covid.) 

 

Sheri Boyce and Joanne Chase have begun training as the first facilitators for this 

program (cost from Family Life is $ 6,000). They in turn will eventually train 

others who might be a good fit for this ministry. 

The Stephen Ministry empowers the individual to respond to requests for 

assistance from parishioners who may be in crisis in some form or another. It 

entails regular visits, perhaps weekly, at the request of the person needing help. 

The idea is to walk with someone on the journey and to let them know they are 

not alone. 

 

V. Impact of the series on the 2018 Catholic Bishops’ document on “Forming 

Conscience for Faithful Citizenship,” at Masses these last four weeks. 

Father Steve tackled head-on the church’s position on many social issues of our 

time, in his sermons in advance of the election on November 3. Father urged us all 

to read the document in its entirety and to spend time in thoughtful contemplation 

and prayer as we weigh the issues not in isolation and before we go to vote. 

Discussion of some of the issues ensued. 

 

VI. Future meetings 

Next Parish Council meeting:  November 19, 2020 

 

VII. 7:55 pm Closing prayer by Deacon Rick 

 
 

 


